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November 6,2025

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
Chairman

Committee on Environment and Public
Works

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Ted Cruz

Chairman

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

254 Russell Senate Building
Washington DC, 20510

The Honorable Sam Graves
Chairman

Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

2165 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Members of Congress,

Transportation
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The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse
Ranking Member

Committee on Environment and Public
Works

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Maria Cantwell
Ranking Member

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

254 Russell Senate Building
Washington DC, 20510

The Honorable Rick Larsen

Ranking Member

Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure

2165 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Every year, close to 40,000 people die on American roads.! This devastating number
represents lives lost, families torn apart, and communities traumatized irreparably. This
entirely preventable crisis is perpetuated by the way our nation funds, designs, and
evaluates our roadways. As leaders of the movement working to create a transportation
system that works for all roadway users and supports our country’s public health and
economic goals, we ask you to 1) prioritize safety in all road design guidance and within
the entire federal transportation program, rather than treating safety as an
afterthought, 2) require measurable improvements on safety from all funding
recipients—with penalties for failing to perform, and 3) hold hearings in each of your

! https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/813710
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chambers focused specifically on how road design contributes to the roadway safety
crisis—and holds the key to solving it.

The knowledge and resources to create safer streets exist today. Almost every single
global peer developed country has dramatically safer roadways than the United States.?
All of them deal with cellphones, distracted or drunk driving, and other reckless behavior,
yet they outperform the U.S. on safety by almost every metric. The reason? They do not
hesitate to commit funding and hold decision-makers accountable for the implementation
of proven countermeasures. Many of these countermeasures are already data-proven and
well-established by leading agencies such as FHWA with its Proven Safety
Countermeasures® or NTSB’s Most Wanted List of Traffic Safety Improvements.* The
difference is that this knowledge is not widely implemented by local practitioners, state
DOTs, and federal policymakers who either don't know or don't care to adopt current best
practices.

Members of Congress must play a greater role in addressing the roadway safety crisis.
While the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act has spurred some successes, it failed to
fundamentally change a federal transportation program that fails to produce safer streets
and highways for the taxpayers who fund it. Discretionary programs like Safe Streets and
Roads for All that supported local control, innovation, and improvements were promising,
but they remain dwarfed by the massive scale of the rest of the program. Congress should
demand that state DOTs make data-driven decisions and implement countermeasures
that are proven to improve safety for all roadway users. We are tired of the
finger-pointing and attempts to pass the blame—Congress can and must help disrupt
patterns of bureaucratic inertia and facilitate the implementation of the solutions that will
make communities safer.

Fundamentally, this upcoming reauthorization must be about making investments that
help Americans safely and affordably get where they need to go using street designs that
prioritize safety over speed. States cannot be allowed to continue to use taxpayer funds to
design roadways that are known to result in the deaths of more Americans.
Safety-focused transportation dollars are regularly used to widen roads in the name of
reducing congestion. They should be used instead to complete sidewalk networks,
increase signalized intersections, and address visibility. Education campaigns with

2 https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/irtad-road-safety-annual-report-2024.pdf
% https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures
4 https://www.ntsb.gov/Advocacy/mwl/Pages/mw! _archive.aspx



https://www.ntsb.gov/Advocacy/mwl/Pages/mwl_archive.aspx
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures
https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/irtad-road-safety-annual-report-2024.pdf
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little-to-no demonstrated impact on improving safety continue to be reliably funded while
bike lanes that are proven to improve the safety for everyone—including those
driving—are torn out.®’ The safety targets that Congress has required states to set each
year have become a paperwork exercise, with no connection to prioritizing how and
where they spend their money. Some states are setting targets for more roadway deaths
and injuries than previous years. Others are setting ambitious targets that they have no
hope or intention of achieving—nor will they be penalized for their failures to meet their
stated objectives. Congress must call on these states to answer for their use of federal
funds to perpetuate such disappointing outcomes, hear from them on ways to support
actual safety improvements, and protect against further misuse of these funds in future
legislation.

Every life lost is one too many, but we cannot afford to draft and pass a five-year
transportation law that would indirectly lead to over 200,000 people dying on our roads
during that period.® Congress must recognize the roadway safety crisis as a public health
emergency and call for the best roadway design practices from at home and abroad to
be more widely implemented, both through statutory reform in the surface
transportation reauthorization process and through administrative authority where
possible within the Department of Transportation.

Conversations about roadway safety, including the hearing earlier this year, often focus
inordinately on driver behavior, while neglecting how road design actively shapes that
behavior. Congress must hold additional hearings focused specifically on the ways road
design contributes to this crisis, why we are failing at all levels to implement safer
designs, and how Congress can actively help address this crisis.

In his opening remarks at a hearing on roadway safety in the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee in February of this year, Chairman Rouzer said “We don’t have
unlimited funds... and it's crucial that we make strategic investments that are proven to save
lives.” We couldn’t agree more. In the I1JA, Congress spent over $350 billion on building
roads. Every single one of those dollars should have been spent on roads designed to be
safe for everyone who uses them. We owe it to those lives lost and those fighting for
change to shed light on the fact that there are ways to design a transportation program
where people make it home safely, are able to access essential goods and services, and be
part of thriving economies.

> https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/05/190529113036.htm
6200,000 deaths assumes the current rate of roughly 40,000 a year over the next roughly five years of an
authorization.
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Thank you for your consideration of our views, we look forward to working with you to
ensure American roads are safer for all users.

Sincerely,

National Complete Streets Coalition
Transportation for America

America Walks

American Heart Association

American Society of Landscape Architects
BikeWalk KC
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Capital Streets

Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund
Environmental Law & Policy Center
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Families for Safe Streets

GreenlLatinos

GObike Buffalo
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League of American Bicyclists

Main Street America

Missourians for Responsible Transportation
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