The Health Impact Assessment as a
Tool for Health and Social Justice
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What can HIAs do?

e Address the root causes of health problems in a communit

proposed projects, policies

e Suggest mitigations to avoid health impacts and inequities
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CREATING A TRANSPORTATION
POLICY FOR A HEALTHIER OREGON

A Health Impact Assessment on How Investments in Public
Transportation and Community Design Will Help Us Be Maro

Active, Breathe Easier—and Improve Our Overall Healtl

Health Impact Assessments (HIAs) examine how 2 policy or project h
and harms the well-being of people affected by it. HIAs are commonly used in Eur
Canada, and the Centers for Disease Control recommends their use in the United St:
Upstream Pubic Health comissioned this KIA after Governor Ted Kulongoski propc
set specific targets for reducing the total number of miles driven in Oregon in order
Oregon's legistature-approved greenhouse gas emission targets. It Looks at the heal
pacts of three policy areas that reduce driving: Land-use planning, public transit, ar
ing-related fees. This is the first-ever statewide HIA in Oregon. It offers crtical ana
decision-makers can use to implement healthier urban land-use and transportation
the local level. This was 3 collaboration between Upstream Public Health, Oregon
Sciences University, Human Impact Partners, and an expert advisory committee

The Transportation-Health Connection

Our dependence on cars doesn' just hurt the environment—it hams our health eve
Autos emit toxic pollutants, lie benzene and arsenc, into the air we breathe, caus
asthma and lung cancer. They also promote 3 less active way of Life, which contribu
an epidemic of overweight Oregonians. Experts are predicting that for the first time
children today may live shorter tives than their parents due to obesity-related epids
diabetes and heart disease.

Here’s how it looks by the numbers...

Minutes of moderate physical activity each day recommended by experts: 30
Average minutes of commute-related walking among those who take public transit:
Average minutes of commute-related walking among those who don't take public tr

Number of Oregonians who are overweight or obese: 1.8 miltion
Annual obesity-related healthcare costs in Oregon: $781 miltion
Minimum number of extra pounds per person experts attribute to urban sprawl: 6
Healthcare savings Oregon could realize annually if every person in the state lost t1
6 pounds: $206 miltion
Estimated number of deaths annually due to outdoor air pollution in the U.S.: 42,1
Number of Oregonans with Asthma: 355,000
Rank of Oregon in Asthma rate among all states (1 is highest ): 2

For HIA findings

Help decision-makers in non-health sectors integrate health into

Summary of the Health Impact Assessment of

The Los Angeles City Living Wage Ordinance

r-zmxsmp lor Prevention/UCLA School of Public Health
Assessment Project!

March 15,

2003

Summary of the Ordinance
The Los Angeles City Living Wage Ordinance (hereafter
Council in 1997, séts an annually adjusted minimum wage

‘mandates emplogers to:
. pay workers coveredbythe Ordinance atlast 7,99

gaged in work on city service contracts or economic development grants. As of July 2002, the Ordinance

the “Ordinance”), approved by the Los Angeles City
that city contractors must pay employees who are en-

[hous;

matly 10,000 workers ate covered by the Ordinance.

2. contribute at least $1.25 per hour worked t health pay
an additional $1.25/hour if health insurance is o pwﬂded
3. toprovid 4 atleast 12 paid & h year.
The wage level, by : Approxi-

Summary of health impacts

Both the wage and health insurance provisions of the
Ordinance would benefit the health of covered workers,
although providing health insurance bas the potential to
bring greater reductions in mortality, in 2 much more
costffective manner, than inereases i vages. Provid:

Health impacts examined
i o creased likelibood of heath

the Ordinance’s
impacts on health. For this analysis mortality was the
primary measure of health impact. Other health

ing b
vt Wage
increases to produce an equivalent reduction in mortal-
ity. The potential benefits of health insurance are, how-
55 gy resbaed sace the majonty of empleyers
dlec o give covered emplaytes .dd...m:
ce, leav o of worke:
bt ek ety bt Treordinance tevd
40%.

impacts, such as and injury rates and
i are examined qualitatively, but are not
measured due to poor data.

The quantitative analysis did not consider impacts
related to possible cuts in other public programs, nor
macroeconomic effects,

evidence from other research studies suggests that costs
to the City would be passed on in part to contractors.
Remaining cost to the Cty would be balanoed by cut-
ba City’s managerial personael without

the number of workers covered by the Ordinance is too
smll selative to the size of the regin's economy 1nd
rking population to have any significant effects.

Health Impact Assessment Project is based at the UCLA School of Public Health. Project staffinclude: Jonathan Fielding,

MD,MPH,MBA., Princip
principal Investgator; Brian Cole, Program Manay
‘Supported through finding from the Robert

al Invesagator; Gerald Kominski, Ph.D., Co-principal Iavestigator; Hal Morgenstem, Ph.D,, Co-
ger; Rit Shimkhada and Sheng Wu, Research Assistants
‘ood Johnson Foundation



(Scalable) HIA Process

Health Impact Assessment (HIA): a systematic process to
make evidence-based judgments on the health impacts of
decisions and/or policies

HIA Steps What'’s Involved
Screening Determine need for and value of a HIA
Scoping Determine which health impacts to evaluate, methods for analysis,

data needs to complete the assessment

Assessment Evaluate magnitude of potential health impacts and identify
mitigation strategies and recommendations

Reporting Communicate results to stakeholders and decision-makers

Monitoring/ Track effects of the HIA and decisions on health
Evaluation




Rapidly Emerging across Diverse Sectors

Housing, Employment, Education,
Environment, Transportation...

\

e Paid Sick Days - Massachusetts

e Living Wage Ordinance — Los Angeles

e Safe Routes to School - Sacramento

e (Cap & Trade — California

e County agricultural plan — Hawaii

e (Coal gasification plant — Kentucky

e Farm-to-School — Oregon

e Light rail transit line — Minnesota

e Land use planning — Albuquerque

e Gender pay equity legislation — Detroit : :
e Potential Modifications to Physical Education Requirements - California
e Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program - Massachusetts




Broad Collaboration in HIAs

e Public health agencies
e Community organizations

e Advocacy groups @
e Researchers

e Academics

A »

)

e Planning, regulatory and other agencies
e Elected officials
e Private industry and developers



HIAs Completed or In Progress (~120)
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Transportation-specific HIAs

Road and Bridge Redevelopments Community Transportation Plans

Columbia River Crossing (Portland) City of Decatur Community Transportation Plan
1-280 Still/Lyell Freeway (SF) City of Spokane Downtown Plan Update

SR520 Bridge (Seattle) Clark County Bicycle and Ped Master Plan

Treasure Island Community Transp Plan
Public Transit

Atlanta Beltline Corridor Redevelopment

Baltimore Red Line St. Paul Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Line
Buford Highway Redevelopment

Transportation-related Policy Clark County Highway 99 Sub-Area Plan

Road Pricing Lowry Corridor Project

Oregon Vehicle Miles Traveled Legislation

Redirection of CA Transportation Spillover Funds Trails and Greenways

Sacramento Safe Routes to School Program Bloomington Alternative Transportation Plan

Transportation Policies in Climate and Energy Plans East Bay Greenway

US Airports
Santa Monica Airport

AR

List from Human Impact Partners: www.humanimpact.org




San Francisco: Still/Lyell Freeway HIA

Issue: Residents were disproportionately exposed to
traffic-related impacts

e Community-based HIA of traffic

e Recs to Municipal Transportation Agency (MTA)
— Use cleaner hybrid electric buses
— Reroute trucks away from where people community live
— Traffic calming

e Unique Tools Used:
— Door-to-door community surveys
— Traffic counts =
— Community photography, Oral histories
— Outdoor air quality and noise modeling
— Publicly available data

L



HIA Outcomes

HIAs typically see one of four long-term scenarios:
(1) Directly affect the decision being made,
(2) Not affect the decision but raise awareness of health issues,
(3) Have little impact since the decision was favorable to health, or
(4) Be ignored or dismissed by the decision-makers.

In some cases, policies or projects were changed.

More commonly, the HIA raised awareness of
health issues among decision-makers;
subsequent changes that occurred may be
due in part to that increased awareness.

Use of Health Impact Assessment in the U.S.: 27 Case Studies, 1999-2007, Dannenberg et al.



Potential for National Legislation

APHA/TFAH proposal to provide funding through the USDOT to assess
health effects of proposed transportation policies, plans, and projects.

Eligible Grantees

e Metropolitan Planning Organizations, regional transportation
organizations, state Departments of Transportation, Rural Planning
Organizations, tribal organizations and/or local government entities

Use of Funding

e Assess health effects of a transportation project or projects, a long-range
transportation plan, a transportation improvement program, a
redevelopment plan, or transportation scenario planning

e Community engagement and engagement with health officials is required

e Grantees would be required to analyze any disproportionate health
effects across race, income, ethnicity or geography



Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) versus HIA

No systematic analysis of health in EIA process

Study of 42 EIS found that more than half contained
NO mention of health. In the others, health impacts
were analyzed narrowly, if at all.

EIA examines effects on the environment
HIA examines health of human populations

HIA = voluntary or a regulatory process
EIA = mandated process

Rethinking human health impact assessment, Steinemann. http://water.washington.edu/Research/Articles/2000.rethinking.pdf
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Health Impact Project
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HIA Resources

Get The Facts

Get the Facts

The Health Impact Project (collaboration of
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation &

The Pew Charitable Trusts):
www.healthimpactproject.org

UCLA HIA Clearinghouse: www.hiaguide.org

Human Impact Partners:
www.humanimpact.org

World Health Organization:
www.who.int/hia/en

Bay Area HIA Collaborative:
www.HIAcollaborative.org

HEALTHIMPACT
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HOME " ABOUT THE PROJECT | ABOUTHIA | RESOURCES

HIA IN THE UNITED STATES

Click here to search an interactive map

The Health Impact
Project Announces
2nd Round Call for 4
Proposals

The Health Impact Project is accepting

brief proposals through June 1, 2011 for o[ \®
grants to conduct health impact

assessments. MORE »

HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT
HIA supports healthier communities by
helping policy makers see and address the
impacts on human health when considering
decisions in other areas, like transportation
agriculture and energy. more »

WHAT’'S NEW 3 FEED

MAR 15 New Funding Opportunity with the Health Impact Project
The Health Impact Project is accepting brief proposals through June 1, 2011 for grants to
conduct health impact assessments (HIAs)

wMakers

maro1 "Public Comment Period for Updated Battlement Mesa Health Impact
Assessment Open"
The comment period will be open through March 28,
FEB 17 Actor Mark Ruffalo and Film-Mal
Drinking Water Safe
During a press conference on Capitol Hill, film makers discuss the health implications of
water contamination by hydraulic fracturing

Josh Fox

Are you working on an HIA?
Have you done one in the past?

1d HIA to Keep

JCLA HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT CLEARINGHOUSE
LEARNING & INFORMATION CENTER

Recent HIAs  In-process HIAs

Home > C
Completed HIAs
Recent HIAs that have not yet been summarized and indexed for HIA-CLIC are

listed on the Recent HIAs page. Please contact us if you are aware of an HIA
that is not listed in HIA-CLIC

Hias

Additional Search Options

Keyword (e.q. title, location, author, tor

Q| search HiAs (Enter Search Term Here)

Results: 1-5 of 40 Sort By: Completion Date | HIA Title Gathways
[<Any> [~]

Transform Baltimore Health Tmpac
Location: Baltimore, MD, United States Sectors
Completion Date: August 2010 [<Any> [~]
Organizational Authors:
Johns Hopkins University - Center for Child & Community Health Research Methods

J . [<Any> [~]

a Monica Airport th Impact

Location: Santa Monica, CA, United States Health Effect
Completion Date: February 2010
Organizational Authors: ‘ <Any> El
UCLA CHAT (Community Health and Advocacy Training) Program m m

P Community H -
Affor Housing Oppor
Location: CA, United States
Completion Date: August 2009
Organizational Authors:
Human Impact Partners

\rea Health Impac

Crossings a 1 St. / San Pedro S
Location: Oakland, CA, United States
Completion Date: August 2009
Organizational Authors:

Human Impact Partners

= Minimize

Browse HIAs Glossary Quick Start Search HIAs (Enter Search Term Here) Search




Thank you!

Visit apha.org/transportation and click on the ‘Case Studies’ link for more info on HIAs

American
Public Health
AYIS VI Association

www.apha.org



