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Dear President Obama and United States Congress:

In recent months we have faced a storm of economic uncertainty and financial instability.  As unemployment hovers near an astonishing 10%, we need to ensure that our citizens have the tools they need to jump-start the 21st century economy. As elected leaders, it is our responsibility to provide our citizens with infrastructure that supports the needs of this and the next generation. That is why we are asking you to chart a new course for our economy by passing a transportation bill that provides families and individuals with better transportation options, and creates healthy communities where people can live, work, and play.
It is widely recognized that transportation investment drives the economic development of a region.  When gasoline prices hit $4.00/gallon last year, many Americans looked for alternatives to driving. The increases in walking, bicycling, and ridership on buses and trains accelerated a trend that local leaders and real estate developers were already seeing—a growing demand for transit-oriented developments and walkable communities. This increase in demand presents a rare opportunity where consumer and voter preference supports smart development that creates jobs, stimulates economic growth, and eases our dependence on foreign oil.
Ignoring the warnings of last summer’s dramatic rise in gasoline prices and our current recession is not an option. We need to champion a national transportation vision that embraces the intermodal solutions that support the shifting demands of Americans, and will provide a robust network of options including: safe and efficient roads; affordable and accessible public transportation; and a comprehensive bike and pedestrian infrastructure. For these reasons, I have chosen to partner with Transportation for America and their campaign to reform federal transportation policy. 
For a generation, the United States has invested trillions of dollars in a world-class highway system.  Today, we need to protect that investment by prioritizing maintenance and preservation of our existing infrastructure and working to modernize our transportation system — so that all Americans have access to the safe, clean and smart transportation options they need to compete and thrive in the 21st Century global economy.
I am joining the Transportation for America campaign to advocate for:

· Providing funding and decision-making authority to local regions;

· Creating a special program to restore and maintain our existing highways, bridges, transit systems, and maximize their efficiency;

· Establishing national transportation objectives and holding agencies accountable;

· Supporting safe walking and biking, reduced exposure to vehicle injuries and dirty air;

· Rewarding communities for plans and investments that pay off for people, the environment, and the economy; and,

· Broadening the capital and operating funding base for transportation.

We need your help. Not since the creation of the Interstate Highway System has there been a moment like this to invest strategically in our communities. Please support our efforts to work towards a clean, healthy, and prosperous future.

Sincerely,
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Mayor Patrick McCrory, 
Mayor John Robert Smith, 
Mayor R.T. Rybak, 
Mayor John Engen,

Charlotte, NC

Meridian, MS


Minneapolis, MN
Missoula, MT
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	Mayor John DeStefano Jr.,

New Haven, CT
	Mayor Kitty Piercy,

Eugene, OR
	Mayor Don Ness,

Duluth, MN


	Mayor Shirley Franklin,

Atlanta, GA
	Mayor Ron Tussings,

Billings, MT

	Mayor Sam Adams,

City of Portland, OR
	Mayor Ron Littlefield,

Chattanooga, TN

	Mayor Nancy Chaney,

City of Moscow, ID
	Mayor Bill Saffo,

Wilmington, NC

	Mayor Marvin Johnson,

Independence, MN
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Join Transportation for America

If you are interested in joining Mayors McCrory, Engen, Rybak, and Smith in endorsing the Transportation for America platform please complete the following form.  Once finished, please return the form to outreach@t4america.org or by fax to (202) 955-5592. 

In addition, if you would like your electronic signature on the letter when it is presented to Congress please contact Peter Scherer at: peter.scherer@t4america.org or via telephone at: (202) 955-5543 x 226.   








Mayor’s Name:      
City or Town:       
Point of Contact:      
Address:      
E-Mail:     
Website:     
Phone:      
Fax:     
Additional ways to help:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Recruit colleagues and contacts to join the Transportation for America Campaign.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Serve as a spokesperson for Transportation for America.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Author or co-author an op-ed in support of Transportation for America.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Advocate on behalf of Transportation for America to your congressional delegation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:      
�
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Transportation for America is a broad, and growing coalition of housing, environmental, public health, business, social equity groups and elected leaders that are committed to creating a new national transportation program that will take America into the 21st Century.  We may come from different backgrounds and find different ways to get around, but we believe all Americans can work together to invest in modernized infrastructure, provide families and individuals with more and better options and create healthy communities where people can live, work and play.
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